Hibbing Deanery 
 Novena of Masses for Life
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[image: \\BSP-DC\Userdata\mwanhala\My Documents\My Pictures\2012-01-20 winter 2011 12\winter 2011 12 029.JPG]The message was consistant througout the Deanery as we prayed our first Novena of Masses for Life in the Hibbing Deanery.  Life is a precious gift from God, not only to be cherished but also defended.   Father Hoffman preached about not only defending the unborn but that same commitment must be extended to all stages of human life. Father Larson took much of his homily from the reading where David, against all worldly odds, slew the giant Philistine with one blow from his sling shot.  He emphasized never to underestimate what God can bring about through prayer.  Father Galarneault spoke about the culture today being very individualistic and pleasure seeking and how these things are not conducive to a culture of life.   Deacon Sampson talked about following Jesus and that includes standing up for the sanctity of all life, especially human life from its conception.  He stated that the Gospel of Jesus is the Gospel of life. Father Solars strong message about the dignity of the human person included the reminder that we also need to be concerned about our spiritual life and that of others.  Father Method pointed out from the reading that “not as man sees, does God see”.  If we are tempted to judge the worth of a person we must remember it is God that calls us into being because of His great love for us.  Father Weiss spoke eloquently on the gift of life and re-read the opening prayer of the Mass to reinforce his message. 
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All in all, it was a very good nine days of prayer, the Mass being the most perfect of prayers.  And, it was an opportunity to make connections with Catholics within our deanery.  We also had, at least in one parish, a Christian of another faith join us as together we prayed for the end of abortion.  

It is hoped that we can continue this Novena as a yearly event until the time comes when it is no longer needed.  Further, lest the connections made this year be lost, a periodical newsletter could be sent to the parishes and clusters in the deanery with updates and ideas of ways to continue fighting “the greatest evil of our time”, and to encourage one another in our endevors.  For example, from St. Joseph’s in Ball Club I learned that for the last 30 years the Wednesday night Holy Hour is dedicated to ending abortion and the protection of life. Thank you St. Josephs!  May God bless you in your holy works, and may your prayers be answered.  

Anyone interested in contributing information about events and ideas to a Deanery newsletter, please contact Mary Wanhala at Blessed Sacrament Parish.  mwanhala@blsachibbing.org 218-262-5541

Thank you to all who worked to make this Novena possible, especially our Priests![image: ]                                                     
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